
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION BULLETIN 



509 



such a report, we should hesitate in recom- 
mending a good device. If a device is not 
good, should we hesitate to make the fact 
known? We brand one book as excellent 
and another as mediocre; one as inspiring 
and elevating, another as immoral or in- 
sipid. Why need we hesitate to announce 
that seventeen libraries have tried the 
XYZ interior telephone system and only 
one of them likes it? Personal preference, 
of course, is an important feature, and 
should be taken into consideration. The 
central library staff in one city will use 
no pencil sharpener but the Jupiter; the 
staff in one of the branches in the same 
system will use none but the Boston. One 
librarian considers the photostat far supe- 
rior to the cameragraph; another prefers, 
in every way, the cameragraph. The dicta- 
phone is preferred by some who have used 
both dictation machines; the Edison dic- 
tating machine is preferred by others. 
From such statements the inquiring libra- 
rian can deduce that either of the con- 
trasted devices is good and that he can not 
go far wrong in choosing whichever seems 
to him best adapted to his needs. 

Some of the information collected, how- 
ever, it might be inadvisable to publish in 
the printed report. For this reason (as 
well as to keep informed concerning new 
devices) there should be the clearing 
house. For example, a librarian knows 
nothing of the merits of a $35 adding ma- 
chine or of the veracity of the agent who 
wants to sell it. The printed report does 



not tell him and he writes to the clearing 
house for information. If he learns that 
eight or ten libraries have used the ma- 
chine with satisfactory results he will feel 
safe in giving his order; the experiences 
of others tell him the machine is good, but 
his own judgment will of course have to 
decide whether it is needed and can be 
used to advantage for his purposes. If, 
on the other hand, he learns that eight or 
ten libraries have tried the machine and 
report that it is not satisfactory, he will 
be saved the expense of an experiment. 

I should suppose that the time required 
for the study and the preparation of the 
report would be between one and two years. 
Thereafter, the functions of the "clearing 
house" would be permanent, but compara- 
tively simple. 

All of which is respectfully submitted 
for the consideration of the committee. 

C. SEYMOUR THOMPSON. 

A CORRECTION 

By a most unfortunate aad regrettable 
oversight the secretary of the A. L. A. neg- 
lected to include the name of the Buffalo 
public library in the list of those who had 
generously contributed copy to the Sup- 
plement of the A. L. A. Index to General 
Literature. The Buffalo Library analyzed 
15 books for the Index and its work was 
among the best submitted. The secretary 
apologizes most humbly for this inexcus- 
able oversight. G. B. U. 



